
 

Materials needed: 

 Poly/Cotton or Cotton Canvas fabrics, Contrast for the lining. 
 Main fabric needed 2 x 42cm long by 32cm wide pieces of fabric, Contrast fabric needed 2 x 42cm 

long by 32cm wide pieces of fabric. 
 Child’s coat hanger or one which can be cut smaller, the plastic store coat hangers can be cut smaller 

to fit into the bag. at the widest part +- 24cm. 
 1 Button 
 Extra fabric for a decorative strip on the front or if you prefer buttons or ribbons all for decoration. 
 Sewing Machine and sewing thread. Matching thread and contrasting thread if you are using 

different coloured fabrics. 
 The paper template that you have downloaded and printed. 
 Scissors and pins 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing the pattern: 

  

Print it out, cut the bottom part of the pattern ( Part B) out and lay it on to the top part ( Part A) matching the 
dotted line. Tape the two parts together and cut the top out leaving you a nice cut out pattern. 

Should I cut the hole out of the pattern? 

 I find it is easier to cut all the pieces out and then cut the red dotted line out, re-laying it on the front pieces 
of fabric and cutting the hole. It is entirely up to what you prefer. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Step by step instructions: 

 

  

Step 1: Lay the pattern on a fold of your main fabric, pin and cut it out, without the hole. 

Step 2: Repeat step 1 with the lining/contrast fabric, cut one full piece out on a fold. 

You should now have the back pieces of your peg bag cut out. 

Step 3: Cut the hole for the bag out of the paper pattern by cutting along the red dotted line. Lay the pattern 
piece on a fold using your main fabric, pin and cut it out. Repeat using the lining/contrast fabric. 

You should now have one back and front of main fabric, one back and front of lining/contrast fabric. 

Step 4:  Optional step: I like to put a strip of contrast colour on the front of the bag, so cut a strip of  scrap 
fabric which is as wide as your bag front and as wide as you would like it to be plus 2cm for turning the 
edges under. Iron the strip raw edges to fold inwards. Looks a bit like open bias binding. 

 

  



 

Step 5/6: Place the strip you have just ironed onto the front of the bag, pin and sew it along the edges of 
each side to secure it in place. Trim any bits hanging over the edges. 

Step 7:  Zig Zag or overlock the top raw edges around where the coat hanger neck is going to go. 

Step 8: Fold these rounded edges over and sew a straight line of stitching to secure it. This stops the edges 
from un- raveling when the coat hanger rubs or moves. 

 

  



 

Step 9: Lay the lining/contrast front face down on to the main fabric front. Pin around the hole opening. 

Step 10: Sew around the hole opening about 1cm(10mm) from the edge. cut a ‘V’ shape into the edge fabric 
to give it ease to move. Push the lining contrast fabric through the hole so you see the main fabric on top and 
the lining/contrast fabric at the back of it. Iron neatly and top-stitch ( sew a straight stitch, length 3 ) around 
the hole to neaten it and keep the fabric secure. 

Step 11: Place the lining/contrast back piece, right side to right side and pin around the lining/contrast fabric 
only. 

Step 12: sew around the pieces, leaving an opening in the seam at the bottom that is big enough for you to 
pop your hand through. 

 

  



 

Step 13: Now put the main fabric pieces together right side to right side, pin the lining/contrast fabric into a 
folded shape to keep it away from the edges as you are now going to pin and sew around the main fabric 
pieces edges. Do not leave an opening. 

You should now have the main fabrics forming a bag joined around the hole with the lining/contrast 
fabric bag. 

Step 14: Find the opening in the lining/contrast fabric and put your hand in to pull the fabric through. 

Step 15: Pull the fabrics through and they will be right side around. Slip stitch the bottom seam opening in 
the lining/contrast fabric closed. Push the lining through the hole and using your hand push out to the 
corners. Iron the bag nice and flat. 

 

  



 

Step 17: You should have a coat hanger that will fit into your bag ready, it should be about 24cm from end 
to end, Coat hangers that are bulky around the hook base don’t work as well as ‘skinny’ hangers. Slip stitch 
the  two layers at the neck of the bag to make it neat, slip the hanger into the bag and feed the hook through 
the neck of the bag. 

Step 18: Secure a button on the top edge to keep the coat hanger in place. It helps when the wind blows and 
the bag is hanging on the washing line, it won’t fall out and drop all pegs and bag to the ground. 

You can change the hole size and shape to make different looking peg bags, not using a hole but a slit also 
makes for a nice peg bag. 

I hope you enjoy making your peg bag… 
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